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LORE A. M,. HENNESSEY 


OcTOBER 8 (legislative day, OcronER 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1401] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1401) for the relief of Lore A. M. Hennessey, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the excluding provision 
of existing law with reference to the conviction of a crime involving 
moral turpitude on behalf of the wife of a United States citizen 
serviceman. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 28-year-old native and citizen of 
Germany who presently resides with her 3-year-old daughter and 
2-vear-old son. Her husband, Sgt. (1C) Joseph J. Hennessey is a 
United States citizen presently on duty with our Armed Forces at 
Fort Meade, Md. They were married in Germany on March 10, 1950. 
Mrs. Hennessey was convicted in Germany in 1943 for the theft of a 
cigarette case and was sentenced to 3 months’ imprisonment. With- 
out the waiver provided for in the bill the beneficiary of the bill would 
be unable to bring her citizen children to the United States to join her 
husband, 
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A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views cf the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1401) for the relief of Lore A. M 
Hennessey, an alien. 

The bill would provide that notwithstanding the provisions of the eleventh 
category of section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, as amended, Lore A. M. 
Hennessey, the wife of Sgt. (Ist Cl) Joseph J. Hennessey, an American citizen, 
may be admitted to the United States for permanent residence if she is found to 
be otherwise admissible under the provisions of the immigration laws. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
Department disclose that Mrs. Hennessey was born on January 7, 1923, in Kehl 
am Rhein, Germany, and is a citizen thereof. She presently resides in Ludwigs- 
burg, Hoheneck, Germany, with her daughter, Rosemarie, aged 3, and son, John, 
aged 2, Sergeant Hennesseey filed a petition for issuance of an immigration visa 
in behalf of the alien, which was approved on March 30, 1950, and forwarded to 
the American consul at Stuttgart, Germany, who refused to issue a visa because of 
her conviction in Germany in 1943 for the theft of a cigarette case. Sergeant 
Hennessey is a citizen of the United States having been born in Boston, Mass., on 
February 16, 1915. He first enlisted in the United States Army in 1934 and has 
re-enlisted four times. He was married to the alien in Germany, on March 10, 
1950. It was his first marriage and the second marriage for his wife, whose first 
husband was killed during World War II. ‘The alien had no children by her first 
husband. Sergeant Hennessey began living with her as man and wife in Novem- 
ber, 1946. Their first child was born on August 17, 1947, and their second child 
on March 30, 1949. 

According to Sergeant Hennessey, his wife has been arrested in Germany four 
times. The first arrest was in March 1943, for not working when the Germans 
wanted her to work in a factory in a town which the International Red Cross had 
warned was soon to be bombed. While she was serving a 6-month sentence, her 
aunt brought charges against her for theft of a cigarette case valued at about $5. 

“he alien explained that she had borrowed the cigarette case and intended to 
return it, but the Gestapo had beaten her before bringing her into court, where- 
upon she pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 3 months imprisonment, to run 
concurrently with the sentence she was serving for not working. Sergeant 
Hennessey also stated that his wife was arrested and convicted on two other 
occasions for not working and received sentences of 6 months and 4 months, re- 
spectively, and that all four trials were held in the same court at Pforzheim, 
Germany. Sergeant Hennessey did not marry the alien prior to the birth of his 
children for the reason that such marriages were prohibited by the occupation 
authorities, but he was allowed to marry her 3 months prior to the time he was 
due to be returned to the United States. The marriage had the effect of legiti- 
matizing the two children, and they are, therefore, considered as citizens of the 
United States. 

The alien is inadmissible to the United States under section 3 of the Immigra- 
tion Act of 1917, as one who has been convicted of the crime of theft. Sergeant 
Hennessey stated that his wife is of Jewish extraction. This may account for 
the treatment she received at the hands of the German authorities. In the ab- 
sence of legislation in the alien’s behalf, she will be unable to enter the United 
States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances, the bill should be enacted presents a ques- 
tion of legislative policy concerning which the Department of Justice prefers not 
to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 


Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator H. Alexander Smith, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Fort Grorce G. Means, Mp., 
Februar y 6, 1961, 
Hon. H. ALEXANDER SMITH, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

DeAR SENATOR Situ’ Understanding that my attorney, Jack Wasserman, has 
been in communication with your office in reference to the case of my wife, Lora. 

As you have no doubt been advised, because of a conviction for theft of a 
cigarette case under circumstances which lead me to believe she was not guilty, 
but a victim of nazism. This offense barred her from entering the United States, 
and also keeps my family from being reunited with me. 

Having been a member of the United States Army for the past 14 years my 
record stands on its own merits. Feeling sure, should a war break out in Europe, I 
will never see my family again. I am positive they would be interned by the 
tussians, and that will be the end forthem. While my wife is a German national, 
she is also the wife of an American citizen, who is a soldier in the United States 
Army. My children are definitely American citizens, as their births are regis- 
tered as prescribed by law with the American consulate in Stuttgart, Germany. 
They are: girl 3% years of age, and a boy who will be 2 years of age in March. 
“At the present time I am able to provide for them financially by class Q allotment, 
taken from my pay, but physically I need them, and they need me. 

My wife lives alone in a small town called Ludwigsburg-Hoheneck Vferstr 44, 
near Stuttgart, Germany. The present time she is in ill state of health, due to 
premature birth of twins last vear. An operation is necessary in the very near 
future. soth twins died shortly after birth. 

Sincerely I believe mv wife will be a good citizen and continue to raise a family 
that will be a credit to this country. In view of the facts I have mentioned, would 
appreciate your help by introducing a private bill to enable my wife and family 
to reunite with me in this great country of ours. My legal residence is with my 
father, Mr. John F. Hennessey, and my brother Mr. Edward W. Hennesse y, 297 
Market Street, Newark, N. J. 

Would like very much to accompany my lawver to your office for further 
talks but due to my position as a first sergeant of this battery and the present 
training now in effect, continuous maneuvers and field exercises, my time is not my 
own. At my first opportunity I shall ask permission to see you 

Sincerely yours, 
JosepH J. HENNESSEY, 
Master Sergeant, United States Army. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1401) should be enacted. 
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